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The only way to police a ghetto is to be oppressive. None of the Police
Commissioner’s men, even with the best will in the world, have any way of
understanding the lives led by the people they swagger about in twos and threes
controlling. Their very presence is an insult, and it would be, even if they spent
their entire day feeding gumdrops to children. They represent the force of the
white world, and that world’s intentions are, simply, for that world’s criminal
profit and ease, to keep the black man corralled up here, in his place. The
badge, the gun in the holster, and the swinging club make vivid what will
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Nobody Knows My Name, 1954, James Baldwin, the Dial Press, Inc. and John Farquharson Ltd.,
London.
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happen should his rebellion become overt. Rare, indeed. is the Harlem citizen,
from the most circumspect church member to the most shiftless adolescent,
who does not have a long tale to tell of police incompetence, injustice, or
brutalitv. I myself have witnessed and endured it more than once. The
businessmen and racketeers also have a story. And so do the prostitutes. And
this is not, perhaps, the place to discuss Harlem’s very complex attitude toward
black policemen. nor the reasons. according to Harlem, that they are nearly all

downtown.
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(1) however good one’s intentions are; (2) even ifone is as well
disposed as possible.
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(1) even if one makes the greatest effort;
(2) even though one would very much like to.
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